
BEFORE

THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF

SOUTH CAROLINA

DOCKET NO. 2000-500-T —ORDER NO. 2001-246

MARCH 12, 2001

IN RE:Amendment to 26 S.C. Code Ann. Regs. 103-102(22)
(Supp. 2000) Regarding the Definition of a
Limousine

-,.,)
) ORDER A
) PROMULGATING

) AMENDED

) REGULATION

This matter comes before the Public Service Commission of South Carolina (the

Commission) for a hearing to amend the definition of a "limousine" in 26 S.C. Code

Ann. Regs. 103-102(22) (Supp. 2000). A "limousine" is currently defined as "a

passenger carrier utilizing luxury vehicles and/or vans equipped to carry up to fifteen (15)

passengers. "The proposed amendment to 26 S.C. Code Ann. Regs. 103-102(22) (Supp.

2000) modifies the definition of a "limousine" by including sport utility vehicles and

town cars.

Accordingly, after due notice in the State Register, a hearing was held before the

Commission on February 15, 2001, at 10:30 a.m. at 101 Executive Center Drive,

Columbia, South Carolina 29210. The Honorable William Saunders, Chairman,

presided. Jocelyn G. Boyd, Staff Counsel, represented the Commission Staff, and

George Parker, Manager of the Transportation Department, presented testimony on

behalf of the Commission Staff. No other presentations were made, nor were any other

written comments received.

BEFORE

THE PUBLIC SERVICECOMMISSIONOF

SOUTHCAROLINA

DOCKETNO. 2000-500-T- ORDERNO.2001-246

MARCH 12,2001

IN RE:Amendmentto 26S.C.CodeAnn. Regs.103-102(22)
(Supp.2000)RegardingtheDefinition of a
Limousine

) ORDER V_°'

) PROMULGATING

) AMENDED

) REGULATION

This matter comes before the Public Service Commission of South Carolina (the

Commission) for a hearing to amend the definition of a "limousine" in 26 S.C. Code

Ann. Regs. 103-102(22) (Supp. 2000). A "limousine" is currently defined as "a

passenger carrier utilizing luxury vehicles and/or vans equipped to carry up to fifteen (15)

passengers." The proposed amendment to 26 S.C. Code Ann. Regs. 103-102(22) (Supp.

2000) modifies the definition of a "limousine" by including sport utility vehicles and

town cars.

Accordingly, after due notice in the State Register, a hearing was held before the

Commission on February 15, 2001, at 10:30 a.m. at 101 Executive Center Drive,

Columbia, South Carolina 29210. The Honorable William Saunders, Chairman,

presided. Jocelyn G. Boyd, Staff Counsel, represented the Commission Staff, and

George Parker, Manager of the Transportation Department, presented testimony on

behalf of the Commission Staff. No other presentations were made, nor' were any other

written comments received.



DOCKET NO. 2000-.500-T —ORDER NO. 2001-246
MARCH 12, 2001
PAGE 2

As Manager, Parker oversees the daily operation of the Transportation

Department. Parker testified that the Transportation Department had received calls from

motor vehicle camers inquiring whether the definition of a limousine includes town cars

and sport utility vehicles. Additionally, carriers questioned whether they had to purchase

a special license plate for their town cars and sport utility vehicles. Moreover, Parker

testified that the Transportation Department's Inspectors, while on duty, observed town

cars and sport utility vehicles being used as luxury vehicles to carry passengers for

compensation.

In Commission Order Number 2000-696 (Docket No. 2000-434-T, August 24,

2000), the Commission held that both sport utility vehicles and town cars fit into the

luxury vehicles category in the definition of a limousine. Sport utility vehicles and town

cars were found to be luxury-type vehicles, in that they are costly to purchase and

maintain. Additionally, the Commission found that sport utility vehicles and town cars

appear to be subject to the provisions of S.C. Code Ann. Section .56-3-5300 (Supp. 2000).

This statute requires a charter limousine regulated by the South Carolina Public Service

Commission to acquire a special license plate from the Department of Public Safety upon

submission of proof that the charter limousine is certified as a "Class C Charter

Limousine" by the Commission. Finally, in Order No. 2000-696, the Commission

ordered the Staff to commence a rulemaking procedure to modify the definition of a

"limousine" to include sport utility vehicles and town cars.

The Commission Staff submitted into the record of this case jurisdictional

documents, including the statement of need and reasonableness as determined by the
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agency based on an analysis of the factors listed in S.C. Code Ann. Section 1-23-

115(C)(1) through (11), except items (4) through (8). The proposed amendment to 26

S.C Code Ann. Regs. 103-102(22)(Supp. 2000) modifies the current definition of a

"limousine" by adding the following sentence: "A 'limousine' includes sport utility

vehicles and town cars."

We have examined the proposed modifications to the regulation with regard to

their need and reasonableness under the statutory criteria as listed above, and in light of

the testimony of Staff witness Parker. We hold that the proposed modification to 26 S.C.

Code Ann. Regs. 103-102(22)(Supp. 2000) should be adopted, and the amended

regulation should be promulgated. We believe that, pursuant to Parker's testimony, town

cars and sport utility vehicles are being used as luxury vehicles to carry passengers on

public highways for compensation. Moreover, sport utility vehicles and town cars that

are used as limousines on the public highways in South Carolina should be subject to the

Commission's jurisdiction and applicable laws such as S.C. Code Ann. Section 56-3-

5300 (Supp. 2000). We reiterate our holding in Order No. 2000-696 where we held "sport

utility vehicles and town cars are considered luxury-type vehicles, in that they are costly

to purchase and maintain. Both typically are rather large vehicles, and are generally built

to let passengers ride in comfort. " The amendment to 26 S.C. Code Ann. Regs. 103-

102(22) (Supp. 2000) will help eliminate confusion among Staff, motor vehicle camers,

and the public as to whether sport utility vehicles and town cars are included in the luxury

vehicle category in the definition of a limousine.
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Accordingly, because of the reasoning stated above, we hereby promulgate the

amended regulation as filed. This Order shall remain in full force and effect until further

Order of the Commission.

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:

Chairman

ATTEST:

Executive ector

(SEAL)
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